Phrasal Verbs


ask out: ask for a date. "Nancy has a new boy friend. Joe asked her out last night."

back up: move backward; move in reverse. "You didn’t park right. You'll have to back up and try again."

break down: stop working / broken. "Sharon will be late for work today. Her car broke down on the highway."

break up: end a personal relationship. "Have you heard the news? Julie broke up with Tim!"

calm down: become calm. "Why are you so angry? She didn't intend to spill orange juice on you. Calm down!" “Tell the children to calm down. They’re being too noisy.”

check in(to): register for / at a hotel, conference, meeting; let someone know officially that you have arrived.  "My plane will arrive around 5:00 PM. I should be able to check into the hotel by 6:00 or 6:30."

check out (of): leaving (a hotel, a meeting.); taking a book, CD or movie home from the library or the store. “Leave your keys at the front desk when you check out of the hotel.” “Hello. I want to check out with these books. Here’s my library card.”

come to: the total amount, money. “Your total comes to $19.78. Are you paying with cash, check or credit card?” 

drop off: deliver something; deliver someone (by giving him/her a ride). “I dropped off my children at school this morning.” “I need to drop off these letters at the post office.”

eat out: have a meal in a restaurant.  "I'm too tired to cook tonight. Why don't we eat out?"

fill out: complete a form by writing the information. "Of course I completed my application! I filled it out and mailed it over three weeks ago!" “You forgot to fill out this part of the form.”

get off: leave a bus, train or airplane. “This is my stop. I need to get off here.” 

get up: wake up and leave your bed. “I got up early yesterday because I had an appointment.” “Please get up from the sofa and help me wash the dishes.”

grow up: the years between being a child and being an adult. “I live in Minnesota, but I grew up in Wisconsin.” “My children are really growing up fast.”

lay off: getting fired, losing your job. “The company is losing money. I think many people will be laid off.” “My cousin was laid off yesterday. She got fired.”

look like: to look the same as something/someone. “He looks like his father.” “I saw a woman today who looked like my wife.”

pass away: die. "I was very sorry to hear that your grandfather passed away."

pick up: to get something or someone, buy something at a store. “Can you pick me up from school today? I don’t have a car.” “I stopped at Cub Foods and picked up some chicken and rice.

put on: to begin to wear. “Please put on your jacket, it’s very cold outside.” “Did she put on her mittens before school this morning?”

put away: to put something back in the right place. “Tell the children they need to put away their toys.” “Can you help me put away the food?” 

run into: meet. “I ran into my old friend from high school at the store. It was nice to see her.”

run out of: use the last of. "On the way home from work, he ran out of gas and the car stopped."

stand up for: to defend or protect someone/something with your words, or body. “My friend John always stands up for me when that bully, Jimmy, comes around.”

take care of: to care for something/someone. “Will you take care of my children while I go to school?” “I need you to take care of the washing the clothes.”

throw out: to put in the garbage. “I threw out the milk because it smelled bad.” 

turn on / off: to start or stop something. “Please turn on the lights.” “Can you turn off the TV? It’s time for dinner.”

watch out: to be careful. “You need to watch out when you cross a busy street.”  “Watch out! Don’t fall on the ice.”

write down: to write something right now. “Please tell me your phone number and I will write it down.” “I wrote down the direction to your house so I didn’t get lost.”

Write 7 sentences with any phrasal verb.

1. _________________________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________________________________________
7. _________________________________________________________________________________
8. _________________________________________________________________________________
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