Story 1: Amina as a Parent Volunteer
Amina is from Somalia. She came to the United States fifteen years ago as a young adult. She lived in New York for 5 years and then moved to Minnesota. When she first came here she was all alone. She attended school, worked part-time and became a U.S. citizen. Now, she has a husband and 4 children. Her husband works at a full-time and a part-time job. Since he works so much she does not need a paying job. Instead, Amina stays busy with their children. 

Amina loves her children very much. They are fun, smart and happy children. Two attend the local elementary school, one is in the middle school and one is in a half-day pre-school program. She always makes sure they get enough sleep, eat healthy food for breakfast, do their homework and take care of each other. She talks to them about their day. She enjoys spending time with them and taking care of them. She misses her children when they are at school. Lately, she has been thinking that she’d like to do more with her children. 

Amina wonders if there is something she can do that involves being with her children. When her youngest child is in pre-school in the morning she has some free time. She would like to use that free time to be more involved in her children’s schools. She called her children’s teachers to see if there is a way she could come in once a week during the morning hours to help out in their classes. The teachers were very happy to hear from her. They all wanted to talk with her in person about it. She will talk to her children's teachers after school next week.
1. How long has Amina lived in the U.S.?
2. Why doesn’t she need a job right now?
3. How many children does she have?
4. When does she have free time?
5. Who does she call?
6. Are the teachers glad Amina wants to volunteer?

7. When will she talk to the teachers?

Finish these sentences.

1. Amina ___________ to the US as a young adult.
2. Before Minnesota she ___________ in New York.

3. She ________ a husband and children.

4. Amina ___________ her children very much.

5. She __________ like to use her free time to volunteer.

6. The teachers ________ very happy to hear from her.

7. She _____  _______ to the teachers next week.
Change the verbs in this paragraph to the past tense.
Amina loves her children very much. They are fun, smart and happy children. Two attend the local elementary school, one is in the middle school, and one is in a half-day pre-school program. She always makes sure they get enough sleep, eat healthy food for breakfast, do their homework and take care of each other. She talks to them about their day. She enjoys spending time with them and taking care of them. She misses her children when they are at school. 
Talk with your classmate about these questions:

1. Do you have children in school? If so, what ages are they? What grades are they in? What school do they attend? 

2. If you have kids in school, have you ever volunteered at the school? If so, what did you do?

3. What do you think are some ways parents can help their children be successful in school?

Write your answers to Question 3 above. Use complete sentences.
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