Pressures of Being an Adult Student

Adult students experience a lot of pressure.  Being an adult student is difficult for me because I am responsible for more than just school.  I need to pay bills, coordinate my work and school schedules, and take care of my family.

         I am responsible for monthly payments while going to school, such as my car insurance, electric, gas and cell phone.  When I bought my car, I had to borrow money from the bank.  Now I need to repay my bank loan with interest. If I don’t make the payment on time, the bank will charge me a fee.  If I don’t pay at all, the bank will take my car.  

        I have to manage my work and school schedules.  Unfortunately my work schedule changes every month.  For example, this month I work from Thursday to Sunday.  That’s a not a good fit with my school schedule.  I can go to class three days a week this month, but I have to miss two days. Next month my work schedule is going to change.  I am going to work from Monday through Wednesday, so I will only be able to go to school one day a week, which is not enough. 

         Spending time with my family is more difficult when I’m going to school.  I don’t even have enough time to go out and see a movie with my wife! 

         Even though there is a lot of pressure from being an adult student, I am very happy that I can go to school.  I am learning the English language, how to use a computer, and more about U.S. culture.  It is a very rewarding experience.

Directions:  Complete the passage with "a," "an," or "the" as needed.

Pressures of Being           Adult Student

Adult students experience _____ lot of pressure.  Being ___     adult student is difficult for me because I am responsible for more than just school.  I need to pay bills, coordinate my work and school schedules, and take care of my family.

         I am responsible for personal payments while going to school, such as my car insurance, electric, gas and cell phone.  When I bought my car, I had to borrow money from _ ____ bank.  Now I need to repay my bank loan with interest. If I don’t make          payment on time, _____ bank will charge me _____ fee.  If I don’t pay at all, _____ bank will take my car.  

        I have to manage my work and school schedules. Unfortunately my work schedule changes every month.  For example, this month I work from Thursday to Sunday. That’s not ______ good fit with my school schedule.  I can go to class three days ______ week this month. Next month my work schedule is going to change.  I'm going to work from Monday through Wednesday, so I'll only be able to go to school one day ______ week. 

         Spending time with my family is more difficult when I’m going to school.  I don’t even have enough time to go out and see ______ movie with my wife! 

         Even though there is _____ lot of pressure from being _____ adult student, I am very happy that I can go to school.  I am learning ______English language, how to use _____ computer, and more about U.S. culture.  It is _____ very rewarding experience.

Pressures of Being an Adult Student        (change the verb tense)


Adult students  __________________ (experience) a lot of pressure.  ______________ (be) an adult student is difficult for me because I _________ (be) responsible for more than just school.  I need to pay bills, coordinate my work and school schedules, and take care of my family.

         I am responsible for personal payments while going to school, such as my car and cell phone.  When I bought my car, I  _________ (have) to borrow money from the bank.  Now I need to repay my bank loan with interest, and  I need to make a monthly payment. If I don’t make the payment on time, the bank   ____________ (charge) me a fee.  If I _____________ (pay, not) at all, the bank will take my car.  

        I have to manage my work and school schedules.  My work schedule  ______________ (change) every month.  For example, this month I work from Thursday to Saturday.  That’s a good fit with my school schedule.  I can go to class three days a week this month. Next month my work schedule _____________ (change).  I am going to work from Monday through Wednesday, so I will only be able to go to school one day a week. 


Spending time with my family is more difficult when I                        (go) to school.  I don’t even have enough time to go to a movie with my wife! 

         Even though there ________ (be) a lot of pressure with being an adult student, I am very happy that I can go to school.  I am learning the English language and more about U.S. culture.  It ______   (be) a very rewarding experience.

1.  The author enjoys learning.





True
False

2.  Being an adult student is very challenging.


True
False

3.  The writer would like to see a film with his wife.

True
False

4.  The writer wishes he had more time with his family.

True
False

5.  The author's work schedule changes daily.


True
False

6.  Clearly, this writer is an irresponsible person.


True
False

7.  This person is very motivated to succeed.


True
False

8.  The author took out a loan to buy his cell phone.

True
False

9.  The writer is working 4 days a week this month.

True
False

10.  It's important for this person to be organized.


True
False

11.  What is the author's main problem?


a. He has too many children to take care of.


b. He is currently studying and working at the same time.


c. His car is old, and he often spends a lot of money to repair it.

12.  In order to attend school, what has this person sacrificed?


a. time with his friends


b. time with his family


c. his health

13.  With which statement below would the writer agree?


a. It's important to finish your studies before getting married.


b. Never take out a bank loan; it's too expensive.


c. Being an adult student is difficult, but it's also very rewarding.

14.  Do you feel the pressure of being an adult student?

a. Yes, I usually feel a lot of pressure and stress.

b. Yes, sometimes I feel stressed.

c. Not really. I rarely feel stressed.

15. How do you usually deal with stress and pressure?    (Write 1-3 sentences below.)
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